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FM USMISSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2845 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 5673 

E.O. 11652: GDS, 12/31/79 
TAGS: ETRD, ENRG, XH, NATO 

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETING 1 1/23: PROPOSED ECONOMIC 
SYMPOSIUM 

REF: A) USNATO 5354; B) STATE 230271; C) USNATO 5067 

1. U.S. REP AT NOBVEMBER 23 ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETING STATED 
U.S. OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED SYMPOSIUM TOPIC ON DEVELOPMENT OF 
SIBERIAN NATURAL RESOURCES, PER INSTRUCTIONS REF B. WE STATED 
THAT THIS TOPIC WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY FOCUS ON SIBERIAN ENERGY 
RESOURCES, AND THEREFORE WE OPPOSED IT ON SAME GROUNDS AS WE 
OPPOSED SOVIET ENERGY TOPIC (PARA 2, REF C). 

2. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN (LAULAN) SAID HE HAD SENT OUR INVITATIONS 
TO ACADEMIC EXPERTS FOR SIBERIAN RESOURCES TOPIC ON NOVEMBER 16. 
HE BASED HIS ACTION ON DECISION SHEET AC/127-R/413 OF NOVEMBER 

5 MEETING (WHICH "INVITED DELEGATIONS TO SEND IN THEIR AUTHORITIES 
REPLY TO THIS PROPOSAL BY MONDAY, 12TH NOVEMBER AT THE LATEST)," 
AND ON DECISION SHEET AC/127-R/414 ON NOVEMBER 15 MEETING (WHICH 
"NOTED THAT NO OBJECTIONS HAD BEEN MADE REGARDING THE NEW 
TITLE. '). WE OBJECTED TO THE CHAIRMAN S ACTION, POINTING OUT 
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THAT THE U.S. HAD VERY CLEARLY RESERVED ITS POSITION, MOST 
RECENTLY AT NOVEMBER 15 MEETING. 

3. LAULAN SAID HE REGRETTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME 
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MISUNDERSTANDING. IN ANY EVENT, HE NOTED, ALL MEMBERS OF 
THE COMMITTEE EXCEPT THE U.S. NOW SUPPORTED THE SIBERIAN 
NATURAL RESOURCES TOPIC. HE SAID THAT DURING HIS NOVEMBER 26-28 
WASHINGTON APPOINTMENTS HE WOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY BO 
DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH THE U.S. OFFICIALS. OBVIOUSLY, HE SAID, 

IF THE U.S. REMAINED OPPOSED TO A SYMPOSIUM ON THIS TOPIC, 

THEN NATO WOULD NOT HOLD ONE. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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